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[57] ABSTRACT 

An information display device includes a display, a detector 
for detecting an environmental variation around a place at 
which the device is mounted, and a detector for detecting 
date and time information, in which an image to be dis- 
played on the display is varied on the basis of the detected 
environment variation information and/or the date and time 
information. 

7 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets 
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INFORMATION DISPLAY DEVICE FOR 
DISPLAYING VARIATION OF 
ENVIRONMENT 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a display control device 
which is usable in various fields such as a computer infor- 
mation processing system, a multimedia information com- 
munication device, a broadcasting or reproducing video 
output device, etc., that is, in various systems having an 
image display function. 

In general, a monitor display is pnavided as a constituent 
element of a system to display data to an user in each of 
various fields such as an information processing equipment, 
an information communication equipment, an information 
recording and reproducing equipment, an amusement 
equipment, etc. On the monitor, various display frames are 
displayed such as a menu frame using characters and icons, 
a control frame, etc., searched data, images, etc. llie control 
frame is frequently displayed in a window mode. 

In such a system, in some cases, a picture which is 
completely irrelevant to an actual work is displayed in 
addition to a display portion required for the actual work. 
Further, a display picture which is irrelevant to works is also 
displayed as a screen saver. However, an environmental 
picture that varies in connection with a real time has not 
been hitherto proposed as a display which is not directly 
associated with an actual work. 

For example, if it is possible to display on the screen 
pictures representing an environmental variation of the 
surroundings or the outdoors on real-time basis when a user 
is immersed into a work while watching a screen of the 
monitor, it could be expected to make the user comfortable 
on even such an inorganic hardware and make the user feel 
the environmental variation. Therefore, an information dis- 
play device which is capable of performing such a display 
operation has been required. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

An object of the present invention is to provide an 
information display device which can perform a display 
operation in accordance with an actual time, and more 
particularly can display an environmental variation on real- 
time basis. 

In order to attain the above object, an information display 
device according to the present invention includes a memory 
for storing image information which varies in time series, a 
display for displaying image information which is read out 
from the memory, a counter for counting date information 
and/or time information, an external environment variation 
detector for detecting the variation of an external 
environment, and a controller for changing image informa- 
tion to be read out from the memory on the basis of the date 
information and/or time information counted by the counter 
and the external environment variation detected by the 
external environment variation detector. 

According to the information display device as described 
above, for example if image data corresponding to various 
environmental conditions of the sky at various time points 
such as morning, noon and evening are stored, and these data 
are switched to one another in accordance with the time, the 
user can have sense of time and feel as if he is surrounded 
by the nature with the artificially-produced environmental 
variation of the outdoors. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing a system to which the 
present invention is applied; 
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FIG. 2 shows a display example on a display to which the 
present invention is applied; 

FIG. 3 is a flowchart for controlling a display frame on a 
display according to the present invention; 
^ FIG. 4A is a display example at a time around the morning 
in fine weather to be displayed on a display; 

FIG. 4B is a display example at a time around the noon 
in fine weather to be displayed on the display; 

FIG. 4C is a display example at a time around the evening 
in fine weather to be displayed on the display; 

FIG. 4D is a display example at a time around the night 
in fine weather to be displayed on the display; 

FIGS. 5A to 5E are diagrams showing the transition 
15 (variation) of clouds to be displayed on the display; 

FIG. 6Ais a display example at noon in weather condition 
on the display; 

FIG. 6B is a display example of an intermediate pattem 
having a ratio of 4(noon):l(night) when the display is 
20 changed from the noon display to the evening display in fine 
weather; 

FIG. 6C is a display example of an intermediate pattem 
having a ratio of 3(noon):2(night) when the display is 
changed from the noon display to the evening display in fine 
weather; 

FIG. 6D is a display example of an intermediate pattem 
having a ratio of 2(noon);3(night) when the display is 
changed from the noon display to the evening display in fine 
weather; 

FIG. 6E is a display example of an intermediate pattern 
having a ratio of l(noon):4(night) when the display is 
changed from the noon display to the evening display in fine 
weather; and 

35 FIG. 6F is a display example when the display has been 
changed to the evening display in fine weather 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

A preferred embodiment according to the present inven- 
tion will be described with reference to the accompanying 
drawings. 

An embodiment of a display control device to which the 
present invention is applied will be described with the 
45 reference to FIGS. 1 to 6. 

The display control device of this embodiment is built in 
control unit of a multimedia system or the like, however, in 
order to simplify the description, only a functional block of 
the display control device will be described. Accordingly, 
50 the display operation contains data display which is an 
inherent action to the system, however, the description of the 
construction and the function thereof is omitted from the 
following description. 

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing the display control 
55 device. 

The display control device 1 is constructed as a unit for 
supplying image data to be displayed to a monitor device 2. 
The display control device 1 includes a CPU 11 for con- 
trolling display output operation of various image data, a 

60 ROM (Read Only Memory) 12 for storing programs and 
various parameters to define the operation of the CPU 11, 
and a RAM (Random Access Memory) 13 which is used as 
a work area for various arithmetical and logical operations. 
As described later, various image data representing scenic 

65 images (pictures) corresponding to the morning, the noon, 
the evening, the night, etc. are stored in the ROM 12 or 
RAM 13. 
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A video RAM 14 is an area in which image data to be displayed as a background image (BG) in a frame area which 

supplied to the monitor device 2 is formed. That is, the CPU is not associated with the above displays as shown in FIG. 

11 directly supplies image data formed on the video RAM 14 2. 

to the monitor device 2 so that the image data are displayed According to this embodiment, a group of four image data 
on the monitor 2. 5 containing morning frame data, noon frame data, evening 

A video RAM 15 is an area which is used to generate a frame data and night frame data are stored as background 

frame on the video RAM 14, that is, to generate image data images (GB) in the ROM 12. 

when a display image is changed. Specifically, when the The group is defined as a data group which comprises data 

display content is changed, image data after the change of of the morning, data of the noon, data of the evening and 
the display content are beforehand generated on the video ^0 data of the night under each of various weather conditions, 

RAM 15, and the image data thus generated are copied to the and thus various groups are provided in accordance with the 

video RAM 14, whereby the image data to be supplied to the weather condition. For example, morning frame data, noon 

monitor device 2 are changed. frame data, evening frame data and night frame data as 

In the following description, the video RAM 14 is referred shown in FIGS. 4A to 4D are provided as a data group under 

to as "obverse-frame video RAM", and the video RAM 15 fine weather (hereinafter referred to as "fine -weather data 

is referred to as "back-frame video RAM", group"). 

Acounter unit 16 counts the present time, and supplies the fine-weather data group, the morning frame data, 

counted present time information to the CPU 11. A calendar ^^e noon frame data and the evening frame data are set so 
unit 17 counts the present year, month and date, and supplies „ ^hat clouds drift in the clear sky and the color of the sky is 

the counted information on year, month and date to the CPU morning glow color, blue color and the evening 

11. Accordingly, the provision of the counter unit 16 and the g^o^ color respectively (these colors cannot be represemed 

calendar unit 17 in the CPU 11 enables the CPU 11 to grasp ^^e figures). The night frame data are set so that the color 

the present year, month, date, hour, minute and second at all ^^e sky is set to be dark and the moon and stars are drawn 

^ijjjgg on the frame, for example. 

-Hie display control device 1 is provided with a world map fine-weather data group, rainy-weather 

portion 18 and an input portion 21. The world map portion '^^^^ g^°^P ^"^ ^^^^ S^'^^P Provided as image 

18 is stored with data so that it can identify the latitude and ^^^^ S^^^P,^' '"^^^^ '^^^^ representing four types of 

longitude of an user's place in accordance with input infor- ^"^^ ^!\^ V ' TT.^' °u ^^^"^°&^^"d,a mght scene 

mation. For example, when an user inputs through the input 30 ^^''P/' l^^l^^'' ^^''f 

portion 21 the name of a city where he is at present, the CPU P^^P,^^^^ gJ^^^P^ °f ^^^^^^ is matched to 

11 refers to the world map portion 18 to know the present « condition (such as typhoon data group cloud- 

oosition weather data group, etc.), and contams four types of image 

_ .* , ^„TT . .J L t . J J data which vary in accordance with time lapse. 

Further, the CPU 11 can also identify the latitude and l I c . c 

, '^j x-^u . As descnbed above, there are prepared four types of 

longitude of the present position by beforehand storing map 35. j./ 1. • j. - 

. ^ J * • *u ij *■ 10 J *i. 11 • image data (mornmg image data, noon image data, evemng 

image data in the world map portion 18, and then allowing j . j ■ u . • j . \ wt • j . 

* , • * • J- * ♦u * 4U u *u image data and night image data). However, the unage data 

the user to point-indicate the present position through the u ^ 1 j* -j j ■* u * * 1 * 

^ . * * u • • J- T J may further be finely divided, or it may be set to only two 

input portion 21 in a state where a map image is displayed. . . , . j • v. . , . 

^ ^ r to r J xyi^cs as noon image data and night image data. 

When the device is designed so thai the user directly ^ a^^^^a above, various types of image data are 

inputs mformation on the latitude and longitude through the « ^ ^^^^^^^ ^ 

input portion 21, the world map portion 18 is not necessarUy ^ background image BG as shown in FIG. 2 in accor- 

require . dance with the time or the weather condition. 

The display control device 1 is further provided with a Next, the display control operation of the background 

thermometer unit 19 and a barometer unit 20, and the CPU -^^^^^ ^y the CPU U will be described. 

11 receives information from the thermometer unit 19 and » „ -.u • ^ „ c 

, , . ... , hirst, with respect to the image data groups used tor the 

the barometer unit 20 to identify a weather condition around background image, each of the various image 

the display control device. ^^^^ ^ ^^^^^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^^ j2 on the basis of the 

Hie thermometer unit 19 and the barometer unit 20 are measurement information supplied from the thermometer 

preferably disposed at the outside of the display control unit 19 and the barometer unit 20 or the weather information 

device, and it is more preferable that they arc disposed out ^hich is supplied through the modem 22. The most suitable 

of a room where this system is disposed (for example, in a (optimum) image data group is determined in accordance 

garden) if possible so that the outdoor temperature and ^ith the current weather condition (temperature/pressure), 

pressure condition can be measured. and the determined image data group is set for a background 

Further, the CPU 11 is connected through a modem 22 to 55 image display, 

a general communication line such as an ISDN line or the The concrete display control of CPU 11 on the assumption 

like. If the system is designed to access weather information that the current weather is fine and thus the fine-weather data 

of an area through the communication fine, the thermometer g^up is selected will be described hereunder, 

unit 19 and the barometer unit 20 are not necessarily The CPU 11 sets therein the following four special display 

requurcd. switch times (first to fourth switch times T^^^, T^v* T^^, and 

BG. 2 shows a display state which can be achieved by the j^^) for every data. At first time T^^* the display is 

display control device 1 of this embodiment, switched from the morning scene to the noon scene, at a time 

In general, a control frame, a menu frame, etc. are J^y the display is switched from the noon scene to the 

displayed as windows Wl and W2 on the screen of the evening scene, at a time T^j the display is switched from the 
monitor device 2 of FIG. 1. According to the display control 65 evening scene to the night scene, and at a time Tjv/o Ih*^ 

device 1 of this embodiment, in addition to the above display is switched from the night scene to the morning 

displays, a scene where clouds drift away in the sky can be scene. 
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Each of the display switch times T^O) Tev* T^fo 
is set on the basis of the present date and time or season and 
an area (latitude and longitude) where the system is dis- 
posed. That is, considering that sun-rise and sun-set times 
are varied in accordance with the season or the latitude and 
longitude, the display of these scenes is performed to be 
matched to the environmental variation of the area. The CPU 
11 calculates the sun-rise and sun-set times on the basis of 
the date and time information detected from the calendar 17 
and the latitude and longitude of the area which can be 
specified from positional information input by the user and 
the world map portion 18, and sets the display switch times 
l/zoj ^Evy ^Ni '^nd ^Mo basis of the calculation result. 

FIG, 3 is a flowchart for the processing flow of the CPU 
11 which is performed at the display operation time on the 
basis of the selection of an optimum image data group in 
accordance with a weather condition and the setting of the 
display switch times T^^** Tev^ ^n/ ^mo^ 

In FIG. 3, the processing flow of the display operation of 
the CPU 11 is illustrated as starting from step SlOl in which 
the noon frame (scene) is displayed. That is, when the 
present time is a time in the day and it is going to reach the 
display switch time T^^^^ the CPU 11 controls a display BG 
(background image display) with noon frame data as shown 
in FIG. 4B. 

In this case, an image scroll is performed by shifting the 
noon frame data, for example, dot by dot in a predetermined 
direction at a processing timing of timer intermption pro- 
cessing or the like on the program. This processing is shown 
as steps S102 and S103. 

For example, the noon frame data are transferred to the 
obverse frame video RAM 14 to display an image shown in 
FIG. 5A like the display BG of FIG. 2. Thereafter, data 
obtained by shifting the image data of FIG. 5 A by one dot 
are beforehand generated in the back frame video RAM 15, 
and the image data thus obtained on the back frame video 
RAM 15 are copied into the obverse frame video RAM 14 
at a scroll timing in step S102. With this processing, the 
one-dot shifted noon frame data are displayed. 

This processing is carried out at each timer interruption 
timing, whereby the image is varied in an order of FIG. 5A 
^FIG. 5B -*FIG. 5C ^FIG. 5D ^FIG. 5E ^FIG. 5A 
~*FIG. 531..., that is, such a scene that clouds drift in the 
sky is represented on the monitor device 2. 

Subsequently, if the time counted by the timer unit 16 
reaches the display switch lime T^^^ (for example, at 6 p.m.) 
at which the noon frame should be changed to the evening 
frame during the display of the noon frame while the noon 
frame is displayed, the process of the CPU 11 goes from 
S104 to steps S105 and 105. 

In the present invention, it is unnatural that the displayed 
current image data (noon frame data) are suddenly switched 
to the evening frame data shown in FIG, 4C at the time T^:^ 
Therefore, according to the present invention, these frame 
data are gradually switched to each other while intermediate 
patterns (1) to (4) as shown in FIGS. 6B to 6D are generated 
as display frames representing a time lapse by using the 
noon frame data shown in FIG. 4B and the evening frame 
data shown in FIG. 4C. 

For example, when the present time reaches the time T^y^ 
the process first goes to step S107 to combine the noon 
frame data and the evening frame data in a predetermined 
ratio to generate or synthesize the intermediate pattern (1). 
This generation processing is performed in the back frame 
video RAM 15. For example, the intermediate pattern (1) is 
generated by combining the noon frame data and the 
evening frame data in a ratio of 4:1. 
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At the time when the intermediate pattern (1) has been 
completely generated, the process goes to step S106 to 8108 
to copy the image data of the intermediate pattern (1) into 
the obverse frame video RAM 14. Accordingly, an image 
5 shown in FIG. 6B is displayed as a background image BG 
on the monitor device 2, and this image is scrolled through 
the processing of the steps S102 and S103. 

While the intermediate pattern (1) is subjected to the 
scroll processing as described above, the process goes to 
steps S104, S105, S106 and S107 in the intervals of the 
scroll processing to generate a next intermediate pattern (2). 

The intermediate pattern (2) is generated by combining 
the noon frame data and the evening frame data, for 
example, in a ratio of 3:2 to generate image data shown in 
FIG. 6C At the time when the intermediate pattern (2) has 
been completely generated, the process goes from step S106 
to S108 to copy the image data of the intermediate pattern 

(2) into the obverse frame video data RAM 14. Accordingly, 
an image shown in FIG. 6C is displayed as a background 
image BG on the monitor device 2, and this image is scrolled 
through the processing of the steps S102 and S103. 

If the copy processing in step S108 is carried out at a 
timing at which the scroll-displayed image is returned to its 
scroll-starting position (i.e., the scroll cycle is performed 
just several times), the display variation is made smooth, so 
that a natural environmental variation can be represented. 

Thereafter, the intermediate pattern (3) shown in FIG. 6D 
is generated by combining the noon frame data and the 
evening frame data in a ratio of 2:3 while the intermediate 
pattern (2) is scrolled, and at the time when the intermediate 
pattern (3) has been completely generated, it is copied into 
the obverse frame video RAM 14 in step S108. Thereafter, 
the process goes to a step in which the intermediate pattern 

(3) is displayed in a scroll mode. 

Thereafter, the intermediate pattern (4) shown in FIG. 6E 
is generated by combining the noon frame data and the 
evening frame data in a ratio of 1:4 while the intermediate 
pattern (3) is scrolled, and at the time when the intermediate 
pattern (4) has been completely generated, it is copied into 
the obverse frame video RAM 14 in step S108. Thereafter, 
the process goes to a step in which the intermediate pattern 

(4) is displayed in a scroll mode. 

In the above description, the four types of intermediate 
patterns (1) to (4) are prepared to simplify the description. 

45 In this case, at the time when the scroll of the intermediate 
pattern (4) is repeated at several display cycles, the display 
of the intermediate pattern is finished and then the process 
goes from step S105 to SI 09 to copy into the obverse frame 
video RAM 14 the evening frame data which are originally 

5Q stored in the ROM 12, and then the evening frame data are 
subjected to the scroll display as described above. 

As described above, when the present time reaches the 
switch time T^c^ at which the display is switched from the 
noon frame display to the evening frame display, the display 

55 is gradually switched from the display of FIG. 6A to the 
display of FIG. 6F. For example, at 6 p.m., the display is 
gradually varied from the noon frame display of FIG. 6 A 
while the scene in the sky is increasingly colored with red, 
and at 6:30, the display is varied to the scroll-displayed 

go evening frame display in which the evening scene in the sky 
is scrolled. 

The number of intermediated patterns thus generated and 
the display period of each intermediate pattern may be set 
such that the combined or synthesized images are matched 
65 to scenes in the sky at actual times. 

Subsequently to the time when the evening frame display 
is started in step SI 09 of FIG, 3, the scroll of the evening 
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frame data is continued until the tiaie reaches the display 
switch time T^^ at which the display is switched from the 
evening frame display to the night frame display. Subse- 
quently to the time Tjv/, the evening frame display is changed 
to the night frame display in the same processing as shown 
in FIG, 3. That is, various intermediate patterns are gener- 
ated on the basis of the evening frame data and the night 
frame data, and the respective intermediate pattern images 
are displayed one after another. The displayed scene is 
gradually varied while matched to the actual time until the 
display is finally changed to the night frame display. 

The same processing as described above is performed 
when the night frame display is switched to the morning 
frame display, and when the morning frame display is 
switched to the noon frame display. 

The above displays are representatively described on the 
assumption that the fine-weather data group is displayed. 
However, the same display processing is performed when 
the image data of the rainy-weather, the snowfall data group 
or the like are displayed. 

According to the present invention, the user can feel as if 
he is surrounded by the nature even with an inorganic 
hardware, and also he can grasp outdoor scenes, weather and 
time even when he is in a room. 

Further, the display variation can be made smooth by 
using the intermediate patterns as described above, so that 
the user can work with a sense of natural time lapse. In 
addition, the number of the display patterns of image data to 
be stored in the ROM 12 can be minimized to four patterns 
for a day by combining the respective image data into the 
intermediate patterns, so that the storage capacity can be 
saved. 

Still further, the scroll of the display scene enables the 
displayed image itself to serve as a screen saver to protect 
any printing on the screen. 

In the above embodiment, the image to be displayed is set 
to the sky scene as described above. However, the present 
invention is not limited to the sky scene, and various scenes 
may be adopted. For example, several patterns may be 
provided for each of the scene of the seashore, the scene of 
the green, the scene of mountains, the scene of cities, etc. in 
accordance with the times of a day to display each of these 
patterns in the same manner as described above. 

Further, as the night scene, the waxing and waning of the 
moon, constellations, movements thereof, etc. may be dis- 
played in accordance with season, period or time. 

It is needless to say that the construction and the display 
processing of the display control device of the present 
invention is not limited to those of FIGS. 1 and 3, and 
various other constructions and display processing may be 
adopted. Further, the display control device of the present 
invention is applicable to any system using a monitor device. 

As described above, according to the display control 
device of the present invention, the image data correspond- 
ing to various time points such as the morning, the noon, the 
evening, the night, etc. are stored, and when the time reaches 
a predetermined display switch time, the image data which 
are output from the image output means are switched so that 
the image to be displayed is matched to the environmental 
condition at that time. Therefore, the aser can have sense of 
time and feel as if he is surrounded by the nature with the 
artificially-produced environmental variation of the out- 
doors on the screen, and thus the user is made comfortable 
even when he uses an inorganic hardware. 

Further, by gradually switching the display frame with the 
synthesized image data, more natural scene representation 
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(display) can be perfonned. In addition, the data amount to 
be stored can be minimized. The setting of the switch time 
is performed on the basis of the calendar information and the 
positional information, and the used image data are selected 
5 in accordance with the weather information, whereby the 
more accurate environmental representation can be per- 
formed. 

Still further, the pictures which are displayed on the 
screen can also be used as a screen saver. 
What is claimed is: 

1. An information display device for displaying environ- 
mental conditions as a background screen image, said device 
comprising: 

first memory means for storing sets of image data respec- 
tively related to scenes at a plurality of preselected 
times of day under at least one set of preselected 
weather conditions; 

second and third memory means, said second memory 
means generating successive frame data as a function 
of at least one of the sets of image data and copying the 
successive frame data to said third memory means; 

display means for displaying the successive frame data as 
a background image, the display means being config- 
ured to selectively superimpose at least one additional 
image on the background image; 

date and time information detecting means for detecting 
date and time information; 

external environmental variation detecting means for 
detecting variation of an external environment; and 
30 control means, responsive to the first memory means, 
configured to control the generation of the successive 
frame data by combining the sets of image data in a 
combination selected in real-time as a function of the 
date and time information detected by said date and 
35 time information detecting means, a location of the 
information display device, and a real-time variation of 
the external environment, the selected combination 
relating to a time of day intermediate between the 
preselected times of day. 
40 2. The information display device as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein said external environment variation detecting 
means detects information which is supplied through a 
communication line. 

3. The information display device as claimed in claim 1, 
45 wherein said external environment variation means detects 

at least one of air pressure, air temperature and air humidity. 

4. The information display device as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the background image is gradually switched 
between morning frame data, noon frame data, evening 

50 frame data, and night frame data stored in the first memory 
means, with a plurality of intermediate patterns being suc- 
cessively displayed in accordance with said date and time 
information, said location of the information display device, 
and said real-time variation of the external environment so 

55 that when a predetermined switch time is reached, the 
background image represents environmental conditions at 
said predetermined switch time. 

5. The information display device as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the background image is displayed as a screen 

60 saver. 

6. In an information system, an information display 
device for displaying environmental conditions as a back- 
ground screen image not directly associated with an actual 
work, said device being built in a control unit of said 

65 information system and comprising: 

first memory means for storing sets of image data respec- 
tively related to scenes at a plurality of preselected 
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times of day under at least one set of preselected 
weather conditions; 

second and third memory means, said second memory 
means generating successive frame data as a function 
of at least one of the sets of image data and copying the 5 
successive frame data to said third memory means; 

display means for displaying the successive frame data as 
a background image, the display means being config- 
ured to selectively superimpose at least one additional 
image on the background image; 

date and time information detecting means for detecting 
date and time information; 

external environmental variation detecting means for 
detecting real-time variation of an external environ- 55 
ment; and 

control means, responsive to the first memory means, 
configured to control the generation of the successive 
frame data by combining the sets of image data in a 
combination selected in real-time as a function of the 20 
date and time information detected by the date and time 



10 

information detecting means, a location of the infor- 
mation system, and a real-time variation of the external 
environment, the selected combination relating to a 
time of day intermediate between the preselected times 
of day, 

said background image being gradually switched between 
moming frame data, noon frame data, evening frame 
data, and night frame data stored in the first memory 
means, with a plurality of intermediate patterns being 
successively displayed in accordance with said date and 
time information, the location of the information 
system, and said real-time variation of the external 
environment so that when a predetermined switch time 
is reached, the background image represents environ- 
mental conditions at the location of the information 
system at said predetermined switch time. 
7. The information system information display device as 
claimed in claim 6, wherein the background image is dis- 
played as a screen saver. 
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